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Paris-Est Scientific and Technical Pole

“The French 
government, in line 
with the commitments 
made at the Grenelle 
Environment Round 
Table, is launching a 

sustainable cities plan containing a variety of 
initiatives aimed at encouraging the emergence 
of a new way to design, build, develop and 
manage cities.
The research and methods part of this plan is 
essential for developing innovative solutions 
and assuring their dissemination to all those 
involved in the cities of the future.
In picking up the sustainable cities challenge, 
Paris-Est scientific and technical pole will use its 
training, research, expertise and engineering 
professions to serve this major stake for 
our society. The exceptional aggregation of 
expertise within Université Paris-Est is intended 
to be a decisive contribution to creating a venue 
for innovation and development around the 
techniques of sustainable cities, particularly 
through active participation in the AdvanCity 
R&D competitiveness cluster.
The excellence of this pole will strengthen 
France’s position in the field of urban planning, 
environment and their engineering.
This ambitious yet pragmatic project will, I am 
sure, gain international recognition for the Paris-
Est scientific and technical pole as a venue for 
collaborative ventures.

I also emphasize the quality of the response 
to the commitments made by the French 
government at the Grenelle talks. We see the 
expression of this response in the real estate 
developments of the Cité Descartes campus, 
with their low energy costs, energy production 
from renewable sources and, more generally, 
their ambitions in terms of environmental 
quality.

By 2012, most of the pole’s activities will be 
grouped within a building complex totaling 
almost 100,000 square meters installed on a 
vast 15-acre campus. The newly constructed 
facilities will be certified High Environmental 
Quality®, with the Low Energy and even Posi-
tive Energy labels”.

Jean-Louis Borloo 
Minister of State, Minister of Ecology, 
Energy, Sustainable Development and 
Regional planning.

 “The Paris-Est scientific 
and technical pole 
associates engineering 
and environmental 
sciences, the sciences 
of matter and civil 

engineering with urban planning, architecture, 
economics and sociology. It is therefore a 
complete, multi-disciplinary pole with the 
purpose of understanding the major stakes 
for the future of our society and inventing 
sustainable means of transport and cities.
Our future is indeed intrinsically linked to our 
ambitions in the matter of higher education and 
research, which are key to successfully tackling 
these challenges. This is why the government 
has made them its main priority, in particular 
within the framework of the three-year budget 
for 2009-2011.
Within Université Paris-Est, the pole is an 
integrated centre with training, research 
laboratories and small and large companies 
set up to invent our future. This project was 
awarded a «promising» mention under the 
national Campus campaign, in recognition 
of the quality of the project and its excellent 
scientific and educational potential. I undertake 
to further strengthen its vocation as a 
structuring pole at both the regional and the 
national level, in conjunction, of course, with 
the AdvanCity R&D competitiveness cluster.
With the help of such major poles bringing 
together, on a single site, universities, 
establishments of higher learning, research 
institutes, start-ups, small and medium sized 
companies and firms, we will be able to create 
the innovative ecosystem needed to develop 

our economy, bolster our cultural 
outreach and improve the quality of 
life of our citizens.”

Valérie Pécresse
Minister for Higher Education 
and Research

This ambitious yet pragmatic 
project will ensure recognition 
for the Paris-Est scientific and 
technical pole on the inter-
national stage as a venue for 
collaborative ventures.
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Paris-Est Scientific and Technical Pole

OOne in two inhabitants of the globe lives in an urban environment. Transport means, 
built-up areas and energy consumption in the city are together responsible for a major 
portion of the greenhouse effect. As time goes on, we increasingly face the challenge 

of building a sustainable urban civilization: offering quality urban services for all, moderating 
the use of raw materials, water and energy, mitigating nuisances to the environment and 
controlling the as-yet unknown risks facing our society.

Paris-Est scientific and technical pole is a pole of excellence and innovation to meet the 
challenges of the sustainable city. Education, training, research and engineering unite on the 
Cité Descartes in Marne-la-Vallée to discuss topics relating to tomorrow’s towns and help 
implement the commitments made at the Grenelle Environment Round Table.
The strong dynamics of the pole within Université Paris-Est, in convergence with AdvanCity 
R&D competitiveness cluster, are assets for innovation and building sustainable cities.

On the sustainable city, the pole will consist in 1,500 researchers, engineers and PhD students 
from dependent organizations* from the French Ministry for Sustainable Development, 
schools of higher education**, institutes*** and the university of Paris-Est Marne-la-Vallée. 
It will be one of the world’s leading centers on urban planning topics and will place great 
emphasis on the kind of inter-disciplinary work that alone enables to foster sustainable 
development and design.

 
* Centre scientifique et technique du bâtiment, École des Ponts ParisTech, École nationale des sciences géographiques, Institut 

national de recherche sur les transports et leur sécurité, Laboratoire central des ponts et chaussées, Service d’études sur les 

transports, les routes et leurs aménagements

** École nationale supérieure d’architecture, de la ville et des territoires ; ESIEE Paris

*** Institut français d’urbanisme and Institut d’urbanisme de Paris in particular
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Meeting the challenges of 
sustainable cities

A social challenge: finding accommodation, 
a job, access to educational, health and 
cultural services, enjoying a healthy and 
peaceful lifestyle, organizing urban growth 
so that we can all live together in harmony, 
are the challenges that face city dwellers 
and for which equitable solutions remain to 
be found. 

An ecological challenge: we must reduce 
the ecological footprint of our cities which 
presently have excessive impact in terms 
of the quantity of resources consumed, and 
the quantity of waste produced.
An economic challenge: the city, in 
the relations between players, and the 
opportunities available to everyone, is an 
essential place for “manufacturing” our 
prosperity. 

 

Creating a pole of training, 
research and innovation at the 
international scale

To meet these challenges requires strong 
multi-disciplinary mobilization and the 
involvement of all socio-economic players 
and all citizens.
Paris-Est scientific and technical pole is a 
fantastic opportunity to establish privileged 
relations and discuss and encourage 
partnership between research centers, higher 
education establishments, economic players 
and local communities. 

These exchanges promote the innovation our 
society needs. They enrich our knowledge 
of the environmental, social and economic 
stakes. Lastly, they enable us to better 
disseminate innovation and scientific 
expertise. Clustering these organizations on a 
single campus, working on shared topics, will 
facilitate scientific and technical collaboration 
and synergies while enhancing the offering 
in terms of professional career paths.

Promoting the development of a 
region and key business sectors

As a source of innovation in the core 
technical competencies of urban 
engineering, civil engineering, service 
infrastructures, urban planning, networks, 
modeling, simulation and control, the pole is 
a privileged partner for all players in the city 
(companies and public municipalities) and is 
beneficial to the development of the region 
in which it is located.

Objectives and ambitions of the pole



Paris-Est Scientific and Technical Pole

Developing innovative products with the 
economic, academic and institutional 
players, and facilitating market access for 
those products.
These two objectives are pursued by 
mobilizing partnerships for research and 
technology transfer tools.

Three Carnot institutes backed by the 
French Ministry for Higher Education and 
Research and with an administrative 
mandate entrusted to the National Agency 
for Research have been set up to develop 
research partnerships and technology 
transfers to the socio-economic players. The 
three institutes are:

- Carnot CSTB,
- Carnot INRETS,
- Carnot VITRES – consortium for urban 
innovation, transport infrastructures, 
networks, the environment and services.
For their services offering to firms, 
particularly in the context of joint venture 
projects developed with incentives 
from the single inter-ministerial Fund, 
these institutes possess large measuring 
instruments and experimental equipment 
with all the associated competencies: the 
LCPC’s major structures test slab; Descartes 
+ low energy buildings assembly platform; 
the CSTB’s vast facility dedicated to indoor 
air and product health quality; the CSTB’s 
European acoustics laboratory for the 
construction industry; the INRETS’ smart 
systems platform for inter-modal urban 
passenger transport; the ESIEE’s sterile 
rooms for micro-electronic technologies; 
the Institut Navier’s Magnetic Resonance 
Imaging equipment for research on 
materials, to mention but a few...
On the Cité Descartes campus, the Polystart 
incubation center assists projects in setting 
up innovative firms and Université Paris-
Est is creating a foundation and putting in 

place a mutual service for contract-based 
research. Lastly, Epamarne, the public 
establishment for the development of 
Marne-la-Vallée is marketing a 150,000 sq. 
m. area inside the Cité Descartes as part of 
this determined effort to develop economic 
activities with regard in particular to the 
field of urban planning, environment and 
their engineering.

Promoting innovation  

and economic  Development 

AdvanCity R&D competitiveness 
cluster 
AdvanCity brings within close proximity approxi-
mately one hundred industrial, academic and 
institutional partners from the Ile-de-France re-
gion: about fifty companies (including ten leading 
global corporations), twenty higher education and 
research establishments representing 133 labora-
tories and over 2,700 researchers and approxima-
tely twenty municipalities.

As a hub for expertise, a platform for innovation 
and a «factory» for collaborative projects, Advan-
City contributes to the emergence of sustainable 
cities. More than 110 Innovative projects have 
been certified since 2005, representing a total in 
excess of €150 million.

www.advancity.eu 

Université Paris-Est
Université Paris-Est is a pole for research and higher education set up in 2007 as a public establishment for 
scientific cooperation. It is both a venue for scientific cooperation and an establishment with its own res-
ponsibilities, delegated by its founders. Université Paris-Est aims to attract students from across the globe by 
integrating research general, technological and professional education into one multi-disciplinary whole.

The strategic project of Université Paris-Est is concentrated on two sites, each with a specific area of study 
: one, in Cité Descartes, focusing on “the city, the environment and their engineering” and the other site in 
Créteil, focusing on “health and society”.

Founding members: École des Ponts ParisTech, university of Paris-Est Marne-la-Vallée, ESIEE Paris, university of 
Paris 12-Val de Marne, Laboratoire central des Ponts et Chaussées.

Associate members: CSTB (Scientific and Technical Centre for Building), EAVT (Higher national School of Archi-
tecture, the City and Regions of Marne-la-Vallée), INRETS (National Institute for Research into Transport and 
Safety), and the AdvanCity R&D competitiveness cluster.

www.univ-paris-est.fr 
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The pole participates in the geographical 
equilibrium of the Paris region and is 
intended to become a structuring element 
for the development of the eastern Paris 
area.
The Cité Descartes, located in the Champs-
sur-Marne region, in Val Maubuée, is only 
a 20-minute drive (15 kilometers) from 
Paris. Located at the core of the premier 
services pole on the east side of Paris, 

adjacent to the green belt of the Ile-de-
France department, with plenty of land still 
available and a mere 40 minutes by RER 
(the regional express train service) from 
the business district of La Défense located 
west of Paris, this region has some major 
assets.
Prime responsibility for the development of 
this region resides with the relevant local 
municipalities: the districts of Champs-sur-

Marne and Noisy-le-Grand, the syndicate 
for the new conurbation of Val-Maubuée, 
syndicat d’agglomération nouvelle du 
Val-Maubuée and the general and regional 
councils, conseil général de Seine-et-Marne 
and conseil régional d’Île-de-France.
The aim is to make the best possible 
use of the available land and renovate 
the existing facilities, making the Cité 
Descartes a center for development solidly 
anchored in the scientific and technical 
activities relating to the sustainable city, 
and a major technopolis set in a mixed-use 
sustainable district that has a campus-
like feel synonymous with quality of life 
for students, researchers, employees and 
residents alike.
Local players particularly will benefit from 
the work of Paris-Est scientific and technical 
pole, which affords many opportunities for 
innovation on sustainable development 
and construction, for instance using virtual 
reality for the design, development and 
implementation of new urban services, 
of real time sensors, introducing new 
materials, low and positive energy 
buildings and geothermal engineering for 
entire districts, etc.

The ambition of the Cité Descartes is 
to become a strategic center of Paris 
Region and a major services pole entirely 
dedicated to the design and construction of 
the sustainable cities of the future.
Its mission is to foster the development 
of a sustainable economy via the 
development of «green» technologies.

Cité Descartes today
l An activity pole for 6,000 employees

l 18 higher education and research establish-
ments, partnering two R&D competitiveness 
clusters, AdvanCity and Cap Digital

l more than 50 laboratories with 1,100 lecturers 
and research assistants, 600 PhD students, 500 
engineers and technicians

l 15,000 students with 2 to 8 years of further 
education since graduating high school

Promoting the regional planning  

of the Cité Descartes 

About Marne-la-Vallée
Located at the epicenter of the European TGV (high speed train) network with interconnections at Chessy, and 
within easy reach of both Roissy Charles-de-Gaulle and Orly airports, Marne-la-Vallée is a powerful magnet for 
over 280,000 residents at the current time, with a longer-term perspective of 500,000.

One of the three largest service poles in Île-de-France, with over 1,500,000 square meters of office space 
already built and 52 business parks or service centers, Marne-la-Vallée is the home of 7,000+ firms totaling 
over 127,000 employees. The city is also one of the leading tourist destinations in Europe.

Marne-la-Vallée development firms: Epamarne & Epafrance
Epamarne and Epafrance are the two public establishments entrusted by the French state with responsibility to 
drive the development of Marne-la-Vallée. Their action is conducted in close partnership with multiple players, 
starting with the local municipalities. They are involved in all aspects of urban development: offices and busi-
nesses, housing and public facilities, road networks and landscaping, etc.

www.marne-la-vallee.com 



Paris-Est Scientific and Technical Pole

CSTB - Centre scientifique et technique du 
bâtiment (Scientific and Technical Center for 
Building) 
A public industrial and commercial establishment 
under the administrative supervision of the Ministry 
of Ecology, Energy, Sustainable Development and 
Regional planning, the CSTB plies four complementary 
professions : research, innovative engineering, quality 
assessment and the dissemination of knowledge 
in the fields of construction, risk management, 
acoustics and lighting, pollution, economics and 
human sciences, health and the environment. With a 
headcount of almost 830 employees (including more 
than 400 engineers and managerial staff and 37 PhD 
students) the CSTB is divided between the sites of 
Marne-la-Vallée (550 persons), Paris, Sophia-Antipolis, 
Grenoble and Nantes. 
www.cstb.fr

EAVT - École nationale supérieure 
d’architecture, de la ville et des territoires 
(Higher national School of Architecture, of 
the City and Regions)
Higher national school under the administrative 
supervision of the Ministry of Culture and 
Communication, it has a student body of 570, plus 

107 lecturers, provides training for the State diploma 
in architecture. The EAVT offers a joint degree in 
architecture and engineering in conjunction with 
the Ecole des Ponts ParisTech, as well as a DSA 
specialist architect-town planning diploma and in-
service training seminars. It has a research team “the 
observatory of suburban conditions”.
www.marnelavallee.archi.fr 

École des Ponts ParisTech
A public scientific, cultural and professional 
establishment under the administrative supervision 
of the Ministry of Ecology, Energy, Sustainable 
Development and Regional planning, the school has a 
base of more than 1,150 non-tenured lecturers to call 
upon from both academic and professional circles. It 
hosts more than 1,500 student engineers, working for 
masters or doctorate degrees.
It includes ten research laboratories with 220 
researchers and 250 PhD students (including some 
jointly with the LCPC, INRETS, university of Paris-Est 
Marne-la-Vallée) in the fields of environment, cities, 
mobility, urban economics, materials and applied 
mathematics.
www.enpc.fr 

ESIEE Paris – (The schools of technological 
innovation from the Paris chamber of 
industry and commerce)
A public higher education establishment under the 
supervision of the Ministry in charge of Industry.
Located on the Cité Descartes campus, the ESIEE Paris 
unites two schools of higher education from the Paris 
chamber of industry and commerce: ESIEE Engineering 
and ESIEE Management with a total of 1,200 
students, more than 100 tenured lecturers-researchers 
and 600 untenured lecturers, more than 50 laboratory 
technicians and engineers, 50 PhD students and 30 
researchers on temporary placements.
www.esiee-paris.fr 

IGN/ENSG - Institut géographique national / 
École nationale des sciences géographiques – 
(National Geographic Institute / National 
School of Geographic Sciences)
The IGN is a public administrative establishment 
under the supervision of the Ministry of Ecology, 
Energy, Sustainable Development and Regional 
planning. It has four research laboratories associated 
with the ENSG (60 researchers) in the fields of 
geographic sciences and techniques. 
www.ign.fr

The IGN’s school of geomatics, the ENSG employs 
30 tenured and 200 non-tenured lecturers among 
its staff members. The ENSG offers 14 courses of 
study ranging from the technician level to specialized 
masters’ degrees such as BTS, BS, BSE, MS and MSE 
in map designing, surveying and engineering on 
undergraduate, graduate and post-graduate levels for 
a total of approximately 250 students.
www.ensg.eu

INRETS - Institut national de recherche sur 
les transports et leur sécurité (National 
Institute For Transport And Safety 
Research)
A public scientific and technological establishment 
under the supervision of the Ministry of Ecology, 
Energy, Sustainable Development and Regional 
planning, and of the Ministry for Higher Education 
and Research, the INRETS conducts its research 
with the help of over 700 people, divided between 
its locations in Lyon-Bron, Ile-de-France (Marne-
la-Vallée and Satory), Lille-Villeneuve d’Ascq and 
Marseille-Salon de Provence.
The activities conducted on the Cité Descartes 
campus concern modes of transport, cities, 
mobility, economics, social sciences and 
information and communication technologies.

The Organizations  
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They involve up to 200 people and six research 
laboratories including one unit in conjunction with 
the École des Ponts ParisTech and the university of 
Paris-Est Marne-la-Vallée, as well as an information 
technology centre with the LCPC.
www.inrets.fr 

An “institute of the City”
A coming-together of the Institut français d’urbanisme 
(French urban planning institute – university of Paris 
8) and the Institut d’urbanisme de Paris (Paris urban 
planning institute – university of Paris 12-Val de 
Marne) totaling almost 700 students, 50 lecturer/
researchers, 50 PhD students and a shared research 
laboratory, Lab’URBA.
www.ifu.univ-paris8.fr 

urbanisme.univ-paris12.fr 

LCPC - Laboratoire central des ponts et 
chaussées 
A public scientific and technological establishment 
under the supervision of the Ministry of Ecology, 
Energy, Sustainable Development and Regional 
planning and of the Ministry for Higher Education 
and Research, the LCPC has locations in Paris, 
Nantes, Marne-la-Vallée and Satory. It employs 
a total of 690 people including 290 engineers, 
researchers and PhD students, 360 qualified 
technicians and administrative staff and 40 ad hoc 
lecturers.
Its research, development, consulting and expertise 
activities concern the fields of mobility and 
infrastructures, risk, energy, the city and regional 
planning.
340 permanent agents, PhD students and invited 
lecturers will join the 35 people from Institut 
Navier already settled in Marne-la-Vallée. Eight 
research units will be located on the Cité Descartes 
including two joint facilities belonging to LCPC-École 
des Ponts ParisTech and LCPC-INRETS.
www.lcpc.fr  

 

 

Sétra - Service d’études sur les transports, 
les routes et leurs aménagements (Technical 
Department for Transport, Roads and Bridges)
By the year 2011, the Sétra, a nationally competent 
department of the Ministry of Ecology, Energy, 
Sustainable Development and Regional planning, will 
be located in Sourdun (Seine-et-Marne).
The Sétra is in charge of preparing and disseminating 
the state of the art in the fields of travel safety, road 
traffic, transportation planning and economics, multi-
modal systems, the environment and information 
systems. Some 300 agents work for the Sétra, the 
majority of whom are engineers.
www.setra.developpement-durable.gouv.fr 

UPEMLV  - Université Paris-Est Marne-la-
Vallée 
A public scientific, cultural and professional 
establishment under the supervision of the French 
Ministry for Higher Education and Research.
Composed of eight training and research units and four 
institutes, including a technological university institute, 
the student body of this university in 2007-2008 
totaled almost 11,000, and 17 laboratories. It teaches 

more than 12 training courses, and has over 450 
tenured lecturers-researchers.
www.univ-mlv.fr 

An associate member

Certu - Centre d’Eéudes sur les réseaux, les 
transports, l’urbanisme et les constructions 
publiques (Center for Studies on Urban 
planning, Transportation and Public 
facilities)
A nationally competent department of the Ministry 
of Ecology, Energy, Sustainable Development and 
Regional planning, the Certu, based in Lyon, is a 
place for capitalizing on knowledge, sharing best 
practices, producing methods and techniques in 
urban development for sustanaible cities: urban 
planning, housing, transports, public spaces, the 
environment, risks, public constructions, etc. As 
resource center providing support for public policies 
and operational expertise, it associates numerous 
networks of regional municipalities and professionals 
in preparing and disseminating the results of 
its activities: statistics, surveys, studies, expert 
assessments, innovations, software development, 
publication of technical documents, training, systems 
supervision.. 
www.certu.fr



Paris-Est Scientific and Technical Pole

On the Cité Descartes campus, the Paris-Est 
scientific and technical pole will eventually 
consist in three main buildings on a site of 
approximately 15 acres (7 hectares).
The French Ministry for Sustainable 
Development and the pole’s organizations 
all contribute to the development of this 
exemplary site through their consideration 
of the complex problems of sustainable 
development, high environmental quality 
and energy performance. 

 

 
The three buildings

Bienvenüe building (Pargade team project - 
detailed preliminary project stage) 
In line with the commitments made during 
the Grenelle Environment Round Table, 
the Ministry for Sustainable Development 
in January 2008 launched an international 
competition to develop an outline project 
for the construction of an ideal building to 
house Paris-Est scientific and technical pole.
The winning project, submitted by Jean-
Philippe Pargade architectural office and 
design office SNC Lavalin, successfully meets 
a triple ambition: An architectural concept 
integrating every possible innovation in 
favor of sustainable development and 
energy performance, an urban planning and 
landscaping concept of high quality, and a 
highly functional multi-purpose use of the 
space. 

  Client-Owner: Ministry of Ecology, Energy, 
Sustainable Development and Regional 
planning.

  A new construction project of 37,000 sq. m 
gross surface area for the units of the LCPC, 
INRETS, École des Ponts ParisTech, CSTB and 
for the universities.

  Development of shared services and 
facilities for the site.

  High quality environmental® certification 
emphasizing integration into the 
environment, energy management, 
servicing and maintenance, comfort, etc.

  The energy management concept was 
particularly ambitious, requiring a positive-
energy building via the overall bioclimatic 
design: orientation and architectural 
design, insulation, ventilation and energy 
management, and energy production from 
a renewable source.

Descartes+ building (competition stage)

  Client-owner: École des Ponts ParisTech.
  A new construction project of 5,000 sq. m. 
gross surface area for the École des Ponts 
ParisTech, CSTB and INRETS, containing 
teaching, research and experimental areas.

  A partnership between the École des Ponts 
ParisTech, CSTB, INRETS, université Paris-Est 
Marne-la-Vallée, Epamarne.

  High environmental quality® certification 
(2008 commitments grid)

  A particularly ambitious energy 
management concept: CertiVéA – CSTB pilot 
project for a future positive energy building 
to receive the «BEPOS» label.

École des Ponts ParisTech/ENSG - 
improvement of the existing building 

A project is under way, under the 
supervision of the client, the École des 
Ponts ParisTech, to improve the energy 
performances and comfort of the existing 
building. 

A real estate development of

high environmental quality
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Paris-Est Scientific and Technical Pole

“We have designed a 
multi-functional upgradable 
facility basically dedicated 
to research in the field of 
the city and environment. It 

meets a dual ambition of being exemplary in 
terms of urban development and landscaping 
and also in terms of the environment, aimed 
at obtaining HQE® certification for its positive 
energy performances achieved within an 
environmentally sound development plan. 

A landscaping concept that 
contributes to the urban feel of 
the district

Our project showcases a vast landscaped 
area in the centre of an island, unique to 
the new town and interlinking the existing 
facilities to the future facilities of the site. 
The landscaped building expands the green 
setting of the campus.
In similar manner to the University of Char-
lottesville (USA), the density of the buildings 
bordering the island to the north sits in 
stark opposition to the airiness of this vast 

park and lends a distinctly urban feel to the 
campus.
The unity and variety of this green composi-
tion enhance the existing space, conferring 
visibility, clarity and breadth of vision on 
the scientific and technical pole. The simple, 
linear design stretches southward following 
the gentle curve of the adjacent boulevard. 
The grassy expanses of this vast, undula-
ting campus divide and separate as they 
approach the building, affording a generous 
view of the city and lending an animated, 
airy feel to this ecologically friendly space.

A functional and evolutive 
architecture

The social organization of work is a specialty 
focus of our agency. This highly unifying yet 
flexible, efficient and multi-purpose project 
gives due consideration to the essential 

concept of transversal communication and 
the organization of team work.
The distribution of space between the 
technical plateau and the services building 
offers optimum potential for future deve-
lopment that opens new fields of research. 
The carefully designed volumes of the 
technical plateau adapt to the highly varied 
types of spaces to be foreseen: a test hall, 
workshops, laboratories on the one hand, a 
restaurant, document library and conference 
center on the other. One of the strong points 
of the project is the services building, which 
successfully reconciles the independence and 
autonomy of the individual organizations.

An ambitious environmental 
approach

The architectural concept, looking to keep 
costs reasonable in all possible areas, inte-

grates every innovation in favor of sustai-
nable development, and particularly the 
use of the natural elements: air for natural 
ventilation, sun for heat and light, water as 
a resource, the land as an insulant. The vast 
landscaped park mitigates the effects of 
the climate and contributes to the richness 
of the biodiversity. The project design and 
layout are guided by bioclimatic conside-
rations: whereas the south facade opens 
broadly onto the campus to capture solar 
energy, the more closed north facade, clad 
with massive stones, offers an insulating 
wall with very high thermal inertia. The 
undulated bearing structure of the technical 
plateau is built with materials using the 
cutting edge technologies of large infras-
tructures, for increased flexibility and lighter 
weight.

Thus, the design concept and the measu-
res adopted together ensure a perfect 
match, for the pole of excellence, between 
a content - the most innovative research 
laboratories on sustainable development to-
pics - and its container: the architecture that 
envelops and organizes that content.”

A few words from Jean-Philippe 
Pargade, architect & urban planner 
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Paris-Est Scientific and Technical Pole

Access via public transport
Just 500 meters from the site:
  Regional Express Train (RER) station of 
Noisy-Champs: only 30 minutes from 
Châtelet-les-Halles
  Bus lines n°212 - 213 - 320 

  Links via RER A to Gare-de-Lyon and 
Marne-la-Vallée-Chessy stations (High 
Speed trains (TGV) Est, Thalys, Eurostar, TGV 
Mediterranean – TGV connections to Roissy 
Charles-de-Gaulle airport)
  Shuttle links to Orly and Roissy Charles-de-
Gaulle airports. 

Road access via motorway A4 
Easy access to motorway A 86 and A 104
  Central Paris, Roissy Charles-de-Gaulle and 
Orly airports only 30 minutes away. 

PôLe SCIeNTIFIqUe 
eT TeCHNIqUe

PSTPARIS
Pôle scientifique 
et technique Paris-Est

Sétra

Access 
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