
 

 

Transportation,  mobility and security:  a matter of gender?
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Transport systems and the organisation of mobility are the basis for the 
construction of an inclusive society which provides concrete sustainable solutions 
that are accessible to all. Such a society is one in which each individual is able to 
participate in all economic, social and cultural activities while at the same time 
developing his or her potential aptitudes, to the benefit of society as a whole.
Can women’s increasing involvement in the creation and sharing of wealth lead to the 
replacement of the current principles of mobility with a sustainable and inclusive model?

By Ariane Dupont-Kieffer,
Lecturer in Economics at PHARE,

École d’Économie de la Sorbonne, Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne

WOMEN ARE SHAKING UP 
THE PRINCIPLES OF MOBILITY1

Men and women: different 
types of mobility?
Although some signs of convergence are appea-
ringa, there are still important differences in 
men’s and women’s mobility. They differ in terms 
of the number of trips, their distance budget, 
their time budget and their modal choiceb.
The explanation for these differences lies in the 
social role assigned to women, by the division of 
tasks within households and by differentiated 
participation in the jobs market. More women 
than men are engaged in part-time work, and 
they also favour teleworking more and choose 
jobs near their homec. This results in specific 
mobility choices: they travel outside peak hours, 
and make sequences of trips which are shorter 
than those made by mend.

A supply of services that 
has to be modified
While men’s trip-making is chiefly explained 
by their occupational activities, women’s trip 
making is -determined by family caring and 
domestic tasks. They also have less access to a 
car (due to not holding a driving licence or not 
owning or having access to a vehicle)e and tend 
to travel by foot or on public transport, of which 
they are the principal users.

However, the level of services does not appear 
to match their needs: outside peak periods, 
public transport is infrequent, and transport and 
public space are unsafe because of the danger 
of harassment, and it is difficult to travel with 
persons of reduced mobility, children and when 
carrying loads.

Women are taking control 
of their mobility
Nevertheless, the combined impact of a number 
of trends is reducing the differences between 
women and men: women’s participation in 
the jobs market is increasing and the youngest 
women are inventing new mobility behaviours 
which older women can replicatef.
Women are choosing their mobility, and are 
very sensitive to the issues of climate change 
and pollution, in particular. When purchasing 
an electric vehicle they are more concerned 
about preserving the environment while men 
are more attracted by the vehicle’s technological 
performanceg.
Raising the question of women’s mobility forces 
us to focus on users’ needs and implement 
user-centric mobility models. The aim is no 
longer to see how users adapt to the transport 
system - or do not because they prefer to cancel 

certain journeys - but how the transport system permits economic 
and social development for one and all. This change in outlook forces 
us to revise the utilitarian approach which currently determines how 
transport projects are evaluated (COST TEA action).

* That's the female touch ! Of course it's an electric one...
You see, our designers want to be ahead on their time while still respecting tradition !!
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